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Cook, Nicholas. 2013. Beyond the Score’ Music as Performance, New York and London: Oxford
University Press.

Ward, Vicky. 2007. “Teaching Musical Awareness: The Development and Application of a “Toolkit’ of
Strategies for Instrumental Teachers,” British Journal of Music Education, Vol. 24-1: 21-36.
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Canada’s Musical Mosaic and Cultural Appropriation

Canadian culture prides itself on being a mosaic, that is, a space where different immigrant
cultures come together without losing their identity. In terms of music, Canadian composers have
been variously influenced by cultures which are not their own — for example, Colin McPhee was one of
the first western composers to explore Gamelan music, Harry Somer’s adapted a Nisga’a song in his
masterpiece Louis Riel, Canada’s most famous composer Claude Vivier undertook a major formative
journey to Asia (including Japan), and Christos Hatzis makes post-modern collage music from a wide
range of European and native Canadian sources.

Recently this kind of intercultural borrowing has been problematised and criticised in both the
popular media and academic circles as cultural appropriation. By looking at some classics of
Canadian contemporary music through this lens, this paper will ask where the balance between
freedom of artistic expression and sensitivity to cultures outside your own lies. I will also consider

whether this debate has any implications for Japanese artists and audiences.
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